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Dignity of Life and Quality of Life
— Notes on bioethics (1) —

Naoki Kamiya

Abstract

In the bioethical controversy since the 1970s, the so-called personhood theory has
been built as decisive logic which complements the position of ‘quality of life’
instead of the traditional view of the dignity (or sanctity) of human life. To be sure,
it was what progress of medical technology requires inevitably. One of the
advocates of the personhood theory insists that it has brought about the
Copernican Revolution which reverses the Western traditional ethic about a
human life. However, it was what results in bold advocacy of infanticide (active
euthanasia for disabled newborn baby), by generalizing the concept of ‘worthless
human life’ based on distinction of a person and a non-person. Justifying such
discrimination about a human life, as if it was the principle of universal morality, has
a possibility of bringing about new (liberal) eugenics. Even if the concept of
person is one of elements supporting the dignity of human being, it cannot serve as
a basis for denying human right to live. When we consider the present situation
around human life and death, it is not necessary to underestimate the legacy of past
philosophical thought about the dignity of human being, or to give priority to the
immediate utilitarian interests. It is most important for us to envisage the future of
the human from more various dimensions including the viewpoint of human

evolution, while valuing the human sensibility over our own life.
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