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Abstract

The present study, focusing on the problem of securing clinical practical training sites
for physical therapy students in our university, attempted to identify the nature of the
problem in order to explore possible measures. With support from Yamanashi
Prefectural Physical Therapy Association, a questionnaire was sent to 68 institutions in
Yamanashi, some of which were already serving as and others as potential training
sites. Of the 68 institutions, 47 responded and returned the questionnaire . Thirty-six out
of 68 facilities showed positive attitude toward accepting practical trainees at the time
of the questionnaire administration, while 23 indicated negative responses for practical
training acceptance at present and also in the future. The top two reasons for favorable
responses to accepting practical training were that our school was situated in the same
prefecture, and that their employees had professional or personal relationships with
some of our faculty. The former reason is a stable factor, while the latter appears to be
unstable given the possibility of change in personnel on both sides. Those institutions
currently accepting practical trainees indicated that they could not accept more due to
insufficient training staff. Similarly, the main reason for not being able to accept trainees
was found to be insufficient number of training staff and patients. All the surveyed
institutions suggested raising the skills of students and reinforcing training prior to
practical training in order for us to secure practical training sites. These results will be
utilized and reflected to expand practical training sites and improve education here at

the university.

Key Words : Practical training site, survey, reasons for acceptance, reasons for

unacceptability, number of training staff
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