T4 )T AT T LD [HRMY]
Mg |k

On William Derham’s Physico-Theology

Akio Kadoi

¥ g

TANT A TT A (1657-1735) (ZEE Ty 7 ZAOHEOHIXBEETH - 7255,
RA NVHEGHRPNTITIE L 1T124E1C O 21T o 720 ZOHBIHEONFEE T LD
72b OPNTIEIC S iz TARMY] TH D, 77 DERA VilEEONEEE 272
L&, HRMEWHETHOFAELEEZ TAEL L9 L AL 2 LT Lz KA Vil
DHEZ-HIEF Y A MEOBENGHERZAT A2 LZHLOARG L L, EhZFNAL
Rz Z L7225 79 A RAIRERA VO EKIZHET 205683 5 BT TH -
TerxFEZ. TOFEIMA R AL VL DOFETIRDONEZRETH D, L) OP
Al BEOBXTHLEHW Lz ZLTFILGAGRVICEZLNELADTHH R
HTHHH BT,

AWTIET 7 2 OWEH), R4 VilEE & 32 2ET/HT KIC TARME] oNE%E
BMELTTI20EZZWLNICT 5, TOBMBT, BHEAEGOMKTH 2171 H 5
I8HATIZ AT Ty BHEEEH (FV A M) LiFED L) RBRICH > 72h, X 5HITH
BOWME XL DI HRMESRI LEZEE2E 2, €90 IRRRRIZBWTT I 4
O [BHRME] ZEDLD BIEZ O 0IZO0W T Lzv,

F—T—F 94 VT A - TTA
i
EPN S
LryEs
1814

43



R RARE 556 % (2010)

iU &I

74 YT A7 T 2. (William Derham, 1657-1735) @ & 3 2 Physico-Theology
(1713) W) OB Y, ZThiFE@E [HRME] EREND, TILEZDFHEPFV
N—b +XTA bD [RUFE— 2 HlWE] CBOWTARPEREIRTVWEDT, —fE
DEIBAERTHDLD0. EWITY o THEPD TARIZWVEDPRIPRE S TWA, Fui
Z &2, 1 ¥ K ¥ @ British Library TF D& %1572,

[fh2] (theology) & %4 FIVIZH DD T, LHITHEHMNEDOL O EMEL TV
7eiss WEWFEONEEZIEMIC LT ERITHENIFEREZ A 72NETH B 2 LAV D |
AT L7 B EOERT [HARGYH OFELEBRL., € ICHHBSI LM
DEMZAFET 5 2 D] LT TRENRRONETH L, D,
TbbISHLORFEEEF ) A VL OBBREZMNA LETZOEIIEETHL EED
Nb, 22T, ZOHEDONEZ BRI 2055 BR0 AAMFZEORM. FlrL F1) X
ML DR, Z LTI OFEDROBEHNER, ZOMIZONTE XL THRIZ,

1. 9407 L T35 L4

FTEEDOIAVT A - TT7LEITEARNTH %% % DNB (Dictionary of National
Biography) \Z& > TR LTHEL . 77 AIF16574E11H 127 2 ¥ — (Worcester) i <
DA MY MY (Stoughton) WZHEFN, F v 7 AT+ —FREDOI) =54 - L VY
WHARERETH L, 7+ —T VAT, Ty 7 AMOT v TIVAY =L EOHKX
Bz B, Tty 7 A CTHPEETGEZRED ., WL BP0 2 BIkEE A7,
7T MMIBREOREF B LAY AVICAR D, 1702 I EV B0 & BIS#IE
M. TORZIZI697T4E D 517294 T THE DL & ki L72o a3l To 72NA IR
17034 ED KK DB ORI & KR OBIM, PNV AV ERXANF OB, BOFEY .,
WK, ZOMTHY, Thod [EVR—V] OFTAL FOBELZTIL S EIChD, 7
7 L OB OGN KA T 5 WSV O EER T 5,

16964F I IXIFRHCB 2 FHZ ML, FFF Otz EAaZze [HAMY] 3171145 &
17124R AT b iz R A VElkaE ] (23D W TI7IFE ISR S L CTUCRIE K FE . 1760
FEETIA B LD ROTERERZ S ICE 720 TOM. 17329127 T ¥ AFEIAS,
17364E1C A Y = — 7 Vil hiAs, £ L TI7504£1213 4 vEEZ s 7z, &
72197TARIZIE T A ) A THE A BUIES Y 7Y v MRS Tw5, TOFEHFB X
O TR Vil \ZoWTIRBTHELL BN,

77 DM N O D DEFEDVH BN, £DO—2IZ [FU X MM F) X MK
B MM OFIE] (Christo-Theology, or Demonstration of the Divine Authority
of the Christian Religion, 1730) &% ). ZMUX17294FE11H 2 HIZN— A TIT - 723i#
DNETHD, 7723 TR ANOHEY=HE L A (John Ray) O [HIAKFEHME]
(Philosophical Letters, 1718) ##ifE L. TNIZMZ TL A © [H KM F 5 CE]

44



AT AT T A0 [HAME]

(Physico-Theological Discourses, 1713) B XU [KHEIE OHIZE IR S - H D]
] (The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works of the Creation, 1691) DHThR
(1714) %ML 7.

TILAIRBERBOKRILV IV a v afrolzbEbNb, 77 AT ke, MEL
L BXOEROZDITHEMOID A 7% 5 F HEROMTH R L, TOfFarPidHX R
DIFEAEPNIEZREZLEE Lol v,

2. [B8R%ME] & [KR1IVEEE]

7T A0 [BEME] 1ZEIEIC @ Demonstration of the Being and Attributes of God,
from His Works of Creation (KHLEIFEDMHZFED b OMOLELE L FEOFGE) L H %,
ZLT [TRIZITIHEL17124EC8 Y Ry OB A7) — - )b - K& T - 72451600
DOHEFHEONE] THAH, LilEINTWDE, S TSI iEai &1 KA Vilkih| (Boyle
Lectures) #Z & TH b,

RA R E W) OIWILEE TIL#E TH - 72K 1 )V (Robert Boyle, 1627-91) A%
16914 7 H28HA O @SR HFTHEM T2 L 2 BR7ZD O T, ARFEH L ERFEH
(LD DIFBEMICIEDEH) L2H#E L CBETDODN—HOEFETH L, TO1D
W ERESITT Y FORBED S EXLZHREREOIEEZ U TL LI L, R
WIZEE L7z FOBERH Y FXRNY —KEHAVY) — - 72— M (Sir Henry
Ashurst), Y3 v - a¥ 5 A0 (Sir John Rotheram), Ya ¥ + £ —%1) YK (John
Evelyn, Esq.) @ 3 A& o TRIEN S KA Villah 24790 Falk g 1Tl e LT3ddhbhn
5o

RANVHPRRE LR L IZEOANEMZHME S S, D LIMETREZEIV LI NR
TR, 7B ESLTHA ) Rim b HEICERALHELZ T L2 L Tho7e, T 14
8 R T &) 1A~5H. 9IA~1IHO%—~HIEHZEE Lz, Tho ok
DEEIIHLEL2MECHE. Tabb, e, SMBUSH. REGE. 27 v HLE.
MEEH LT, ¥V A MEAFORIHFET UM % 5iEmIC b T 52 & %<,
FURAMDIEL S ZMAET LI L Tholoo FA NEEORAO b DIX16924 12
#FHDONXY M) — (Richard Bentley, 1662-1742) A%, + v 7 A7+ — KTiro 7z [
MmOl (A Confutation of Atheism) ThH b, ZOi#FGIT=2— Y EHHL
THEMPN, Za— b YOFEICKIBIKEL Tz =a— b Y, A VIE»OEAF
FORMGHET2H D% XA SO HREROMESD, BRMIIEEY 5ot 4
REL AR TDNMEDH L2 ELTH LI LICHANWAREEZHTV T, =2 — b id
16874E70 H17044E X TOM, H 2 &) BT 250 L ) BEIZIHATE Y, EHo
AR LTHRIAER G Z 202 b, ZOMRICBIA2MOEENFEELZRT LD
ERDB IS,

N M) —@FFE MEVIZIZRIAEN LR OTERY, EwIH)TEEFEI g~ -
Oy 7 OFERIZHE-> Tnize XY M) —=IZX N, WEOWEEIIER. EWFEICL-

45



R RARE 556 % (2010)

THIZ DT SNZZIENFMERE 7213 L T b, EHEHIZBERNTH D,
Za— M YHTRLZ L) ZTHOKF 2R T H720ICMBMEL T0D L) O
Tho72,

KA NVHEFOBBIRANO20ERICZOE—7I1EL, L) bIERELZL DL LTIZ
~RXY MY —, NJ A (John Harris). 7 9 —72 (Samuel Clarke)., 7 4 & F ¥ (William
Whiston). 7 v K7 —F (John Woodward), ZNICTFTTFTL2DLDNHb, 75—
NP =L L 22— DT THY), MiEBEERZEEDVDHY . 1T04EDK A )V
an TN MY — ORI - 720 ZOMEETY 7 — 7 ZEDEMIIFTHITR I NG
MOFER, LEoTVb, 7I—2d=a—Fr0XHIC, BHEHET L OITEFENT
BRI CTW S, BEFFFTHE D ISITHAEN 2 EERIEmICL D IR HE
BFROMBIHZ A L TV d, £ LT, TOMOREIIEED TE 200D, Zoff
L ZDREDON ONITFHTE LD DZE LT 5,

D77 =7 DOXRANVEFZHR SN TLSER S, 1TITHEE TIZ8 e Tk
DN FDE ) BEFWEREEF ) A FEOFRE I L THDRELRLmE D Wz, HH
BHEZED ) » X (Anthony Collins) EFIRICKD L HIZFF L7z [27 T — 7t
DFTEZ s A5 2 L 2D 5T, TOMICHL TS 2052 AFiED Wi
MoleD?z] Lo 79— 3 ZORRIIBIT S [REOHEMREN L] KT R A4
GANELT, BTV Y — - R—=T 0 [BWHIE]) (The Dunciad, 1728) 7 &T
WHE S 7z, AN TS AEER & BB O FHFRIAKAE L T 5205, R — 713 JeBRiy 75
& HARMFOIFM 2. b [HROBENTHKRINEL ] 2 EBENET 5, H
RAFEOIN SO T o 725 77 20 [HRMS] I2BWTEADITEDY B
b7z,

3. [BRHwZE] ORE

TTANLE Y 7 AOHENLRANVEFICHEIND LS h o720, T 2%M
55k b B L EREOMAPIC L 2HEIH Y . UHINDH - 72I1I2b 5T
YEINRY—REUDPTILERBRIE KRR LI-ZLIZE S, T723F0Z LEBH
DAY N) = REHANOHFET [FHEL, BRI BF XTI T HHEEZH L
AR, HOEDEHZBHLETFS] L LTwd, AV N —KEHIZT, EED
BN FATHT WHCEBEZ Z 2 LT 2R A VSIS, AEAZE) BvTH
WICWEITELIHICTF2H L, WELEDTHo70 TDEHITH Y FNY) —KEH
PBRA VG Z L2 720, 1THROBFEGOR, WHRICH-72F ) R MIOHFEE
BELTRMESEL72010, KA NVEFELZBLTALZICHANOENZERDOTEHH) T &N
IERWICHR P OEEIZL V) KBS H ST S THA I,

FI L THRME] E LTSN 2 EICh 2R VlEONEEE L2 L &
2. BIRRE R A VE GO BRMAR TR THOFIE L R ZRRE L £ 9 LA b 2 i
L7z RANVEFSOHEE72HIEF ) X P EOBENFEREZIENT 252 L2 HLOKRS)

46



AT AT T A0 [HAME]

L. ENMMIBICVIRIZAIT o720 LA L. T 23R A VO BHKRICET 2 AT 5
RFEIMTHo7nrEZ, ZNHOFMIKAL L ANIL YLD ETTRDbDNLRE
THDLEV) OPRIREDOBENTHL L LT, HIDRA LD &F 2#EEDONEIZED
THH2BTHAH LYW L7,

RKIZ TAEBRME] ONEERET 572012, K. FEORMLEZHRO X HI12HE
HMLTHhD, TLTREIISLTT I LADEZ 2R L0505 HIZ X - TEAKWITR
o B [HRMF] (Physico-Theology) 75 D5 IHIX1ITIEDOMMIC X %,

HBRIZ DWW T ORES

5T
H1E
%2
5 3T
4 B
55 T

KRERBEIZONWT

LT

ok W = pr

yJ]

BT HbERAHR

51 E
H2H
EIRR
B4 T
55T
5 6 B

WEROE

HER DA

Bk o 3H B

KikE L COMEROALE & RN

W & 3D 53 Afi

WERD B ENIRIICHTE L. R o HICte o b EWE O~ 21l
L

FIEE IR, KPR

F1E
2w
5 3T
B4 5

FEMbIZ BT 5 IE LB
BediZ i SN B ik g
W T OWRE B XKL
G & RS

BIVES  Eh A

H1E
H2w
3
#4
g5

TR A
R
BT
WL
N

47



R RARE 556 % (2010)

6 il

B7E I

8 P oH) X

BT B ONL ODDORRIZERY TSN E

10T BiMoBf, $ab b RITED 5 #IE 2 R

BUE BoRY

B12w B oOKER O W

13T BB L B

F14T B o H R

EAGE AN LYok 37

16T A

Jo LTHTIEZR WD DOMIIUIIA R 2 ERICERE L WIROBIM A RS E S 2
EDBTEDLDOD MOEPDOHFETHNIZHITEV, (LA EOEWHH RO
EAET B ABICHRICEMET 2 L) ICETHRIE I TE ). SEbLITERMIC,
RO LZWHZEOHIZIHREIN TV AEWEOREEEEL., B, HLE2IZT 57
DIELNTVD L) TH Do #hAZFH Lizh | FKE DM US O E DB it
RERIRITODH O @YW E AT LI/ T LI LN TELTHA ), TNIIH
AT H7200, HL s OBYOFAETZ3EREMIT-OCEINDG I 2 d
5W5HD7, (p.259)

B OFER 2 JRIZ D W T DGR

BB OB TIIEWICIHBET 2 M2 R CTEX 70T, ROTOMLFIIFEOIKE
ERTLHILTHD, THEE THERZEWEOHE, 1. BRI LEX
XEELIWRTB7-0TH b, (p.262)

BVHE N
HHLE) ETH2HWORADIRIIANTHA ). NIbNbNOEFOHT
BRI REZLAIERIZEIRTETHS ), fDPEPHIIIBIT2EMNE S 2
TWAENLTHA, AIEL 1 26. Mz F-Fbhi, [HHIPET, BHI
Wz TAZAIEL, THEOME, BORE L REL, HOETOEL,
WEE)DOETEBEODEEL) | Lo (pp.2621)

H1E AL
Fo2r AMOK, FICZDLEY

bbb YR ERBOEHOTEL W) SHEEL > T0E D
T AMEZEHDP SR T THEICHRT, 5700 T HEOAZHRNR, (o
EELDPRERDTETHE2Y) HEVICKEME, BELAFTFEIIN



AT AT T A0 [HAME]

fHFBZEBNTERNEGHLIEDL ) 12h0. TOFER LI 5 —
R CRAEN O AT 23 5720200 LARVwI ik b9 FNH
TR ERIITH LD, o AN2H, L) biFbhvbhHEOBEN-ZE
HZON (LARETy 73— V] IBEALLBRTWAERSTH), D
ANGREZERULBEHATENZIT-72DOTH b, (pp. 2831 [ ) P
(N SORGE )

$3E ARk L’
DI, 5T 5D, IH5WLLEICHRDEEIMESN TV,

wAE AMoFELRKEX
BHOLGEEEFRILL. NOBREERKE I THHRELWMOEX D S A IR
EhTwb, (p.329)

E5E NMRORE O

B6w AMROIEORE

BT R REUIIHT A AMEN O 2
B8 H  ANKDIE DM O
F9E AN, M. FHFOZHRE
10 N TR O a

EVIER DR B R
Bl WEBWD ) Dt X DL
2w DB O
3w BN O
EAE NEEWOH
H5F BN O LK
B6w MROBICIBIT S AR L IWEEY DN
G AT

BVIER  BKERE AR
Bl1E BOBEE: 2Ry onE B R
E2E BOW, H. ZooiRE
BI3E BOJED
D EVITHICEEFICHE LRI LN 0oh b, —DRIEEDEL L
T BIXZEORKICELZZEZH>TW5b, WOERT 9, WOlEET L%
Thb, TLT, HILENPERTRETHLDIE, oBOERETEH, F

49



R RARE 556 % (2010)

50

TehBENEERET DR, MOLOWERTHETHLD Lo ERIZH L TTRK
DIREVIMEED WL, HEBCHEThOSONMIERLEEZ 2 &
W BIZE S TORELZERICRA D, (HHE)

F RO ABE L OB CEENOBmCEWAEL L, ERTHREICL
THE— DY B 2 IEHICIEMICH o TWE E VW) 2k, ZOIZ L IFBmEI
H5 [TaEsnizill] LIERO LSRS08l Ez5 2T Nb,
TbbERENENLOH;WICIRE L. TS TZOHMDO2DIT, #
MRS, BIHA W72 05 LB A DIV EME 5 2 T wvn )
BEPHLMROED . B ERINLE LR S DETE L5 2 T NDHEIATH
D E)ITHHL, TOXUIISEDIARREW S ODARMEICHI D AALTZZDOTH 5,

ZIZT, TOZEREY EVHITEIIBITLL ) —DODOFEHTREMENE
DRWb, DEN. TNOLOEENOWAEHYRED L H I L THIT DMK E
By, EXTLDEMBONEN) ZETHD, EREEMEDE 2 145
DDA EINE S B R BIZIRE Ao E, KilEO E#ER%EE L TR
ATOLFRIZERDLDN BIIZEL L5212k -> T, KilfiE RET 2 &
NTELORESZ0%561E, otz oLE ) L HGZBOHBIC
IS LwE, MPBICHZZVELSEEDT5Dh (pp.3871)

Sofaml

e =2
gapsl

CH
CH

I

E|

4
5
CTTH BEREIRD Eo TAHANIE, HEREZEMEOAME L FBE 2R
WCHHT 5, BEWOD ) 2O RELKELZIIICHBT I EICR 5, (F
W) R BEHEIHBE LW OLEEE TREOEROEN LR E T, SMIEN
HWIZhes TRIED, EOHRADEDL. WR—KOPS 2P, TOKELIE
DV OPORETBICBWTHRIMESN TV R o720, fho THRIE SN
D BOGDVHoT), REaBH 720 FT 5 LiE R, &2TODDOPFEIZHE
GO FLMETFON, REDIZEAGI AT ONTWEDT, HEkWZ
GAETHHANHOTOR LA LZBAOEMZ L LOLIZETH S, (p.3951)

VAR R H & TEHH

1 RO

o RHBOW L R

3w RIOHR &l

BATE RUMONRE L BE

BHE AL CHE#EL-DORBOE S
FewE RUoOTOEE



AT AT T A0 [HAME]

BIXEE e & KA
H1E e
o KEDOEY

EXES AW
MR, BEWOFOTMNOTMTHLIINED, EWEDO TR, HH
Oy BOBbZEELRGR, THTMEICHEIVRCEDLL LD L LA,
ARERZAZEZRTIEIZEBIIZUTNEILOLVWE ) LR EZRE S,

(p. 344)

BAEE I FE TOMEIA S OFEREIHER
B1E MOMIEIHERIILTHBEELZLD
BATBI LT 56— OHMIEOWMEIRERTH L L) B EZHRT S
CLIZEoTITIDDTH b. THIIEAGEZZTIIHT2HOTIERL, #f
DOMZEICARER T2 MOFEE TS L TR LED D S, (p.464)

Fow MOMEIREINAREE ST, 20 L) 2HREIHERTREDLD
EIE MOMERITACHSL L0, MITAHAELIIAEH

AT MOMSEIIMANO R &Rk EE Db ZEERIE R 5
MOMEZETHHMOBY ZVAEE N EZHEHRLTWEDOT, fiN
DB, MOTET XTI T 2585 EVbr5DRMENE bbbz Hiw
Edbh, ZLOMEmRE LTHEIED2THA ). LT, bhvbhUidIh b0
ENEICEST, 22 0HOBLFEICL S TERIEDDBDIZTEITHS I,
(p. 470)

#OMOMEIEHOSE bub RS RIXR 5
B bbb H o 2lE L S0 HITFRER S i
C OO E LT, RIS AR OFAE LR L OFEI D S RIS
YA EIAE & LRLOMERIC X o THNC S 2 S, Tk b EEDLT
BB IIRD 28 2FEOLAOETEMIIEHEITRIIE b hvnE VS 2
ETHb, (p.474)
SINLOHERETEHL., #HwoOT T, BROZ O E2RT IES, £O
T IR T, BERSTRENRTEY., EHICAIhTEY) ., #ET
BIMET HIEETHLERZ LN L TH D, WEZT B EOHA LI
ECHHHINITA3DTH L0, ZRANERETHIIIETHARTE 513
ETHY, EAGICHT IR ZFMICELLLTH L, Ko TWiHDI
e PO KVIERTEBLWIFLEZEN L, /) DATHY., 72

%5
%6

51



R RARE 556 % (2010)

ORUONIHEIOREN TV ALHDOIR Y 2 WEEIRICA Y IEH L, BRT L0
HTdHD, (pp.4821)

5. % U

INFETIZT I 20 [HKRME] OWNEL RS 7205 BRI L 72 77 213
DFEEEAFIRIZL T, RHZAIE L2 oMSEIEIEFITHRRT, BERCTRLTGEDS
N, B ZENTWDEOT, BETHIMETL2EDTHALEF ). L72hio THEER
WO L E 2 KEHBICNATL2H0TH ), EMGHE. MEWIIEHEI N LN
EDDLLEER D, SHIT. AXITMOBERTEH LWHFELZRM L, M) DAT
HY HWEIRSNZZMORY ZVEBRIEH L, ThEeBETLOATHL, LD
ZZEBRXRD,

B oML TH 217THRIS, BRFASEROKR, BF 2 B & EERIZES»
TEFETOR L24ER. BRIZARBANCESWTHRFIELLESHLTWELEZ LD
W E RoTle LA L, BHAROARHZHYT 2012, BIEEERIZITIZE > TITH

DIZ. ANEIZESTROET LW ETHo72e TNEFRBRIC, BIRROREZFHIL
BT IEZITANDLZELTELRD oz, BMED 5 A4 12IZFN T TOMBIRME:TIX
. B EEWE RS BRMAIIZITANR T o 72,

Za— Vi mEHOARLTHRIELREZGR5T0MON 2, ZoOWMFITEIT S
MOFAEERT DD, LEZDEH)IChoTW, T2 V2. NEDOHKOKF
(“economy of nature”) &WIHE% 4 £ ZADHKMEED» S5, HAMHEIZE -
THHRBERIVLELDDTH o726 ~N—I X (Stephen Hales). FI/N—h - FJ A

MEIPBEE THYFOMBEEDI DR BT &b, BAKRE L BT L OFRVEK
ZIFEITRL TS, FNIT 4B 05 [FEEEWY] (British Zoology, 1761-77)
#FEL. AT MEFRERLZZETELMOBNE RSV b (Thomas Pennant) 7%
ZOFOHRTEoTVWLIENLL DD, Thbb, KA, LA, F7LDFLEIL
DOWT [T AOMRISEWOM R L BRMEOETZELTL2DOTHLEV) L%
THHCREH L T3] &,

EXLGHWFEETHH LA O [RKBAIEOMEICHRINZMOME] 3R H
M ISR FIPA R 2 RUZ LS LA EHERDOH 7275 20 [HERME] |
b4®%1%6TK<\E<miﬂ‘ﬁ%@?@ﬁﬁktf@ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ%%ofm
5o

SE M

Lindberg, David C. and Numbers, Ronald L., ed., God and Nature : Historical essays on the encounter

between Christianity and science (University of California Press, 1986).

Miller, David Philip and Reill, Peter Hans, ed.Visions of Empire : Voyages, botany, and representations of

52



AT AT T A0 [HAME]

nature (Cambridge U. P., 1996).

Plumb, J. H., England in the Eighteenth Century (The Pelican History of England, 1963).

Sambrook, James, The Eighteenth Century : The intellectual and cultural context of English literature,
1700-1789 (Longman, 1986).

Willey, Basil, The Eighteenth-Century (Chatto & Windus, 1940).

IR TR & R e OFA—18Hd 4 ¥V A O BABUIRPL] (T3KRSCH#FFR] 20054 k5, pp. 86—
96).

TUVARE — - NY T4, R, IR Mosws] KOREEE, 1979).

I Lk —BE TRk - 25 - B0 GE=3CWtE, 1977).

53



R RARE 556 % (2010)

Abstract

William Derham was a vicar of Upminster, Essex, where he lived quietly, cultivating
his tastes for natural history and mechanics. He became acquainted with his scientific
contemporaries, and was elected fellow of the Royal Society in 1702. From 1697 to 1729
he contributed a number of papers to the Transactions of the Royal Society.

In 1711 and 1712 he was summoned from his country parish to deliver the Boyle
Lectures. These lectures on natural theology were embodied and published in 1713
under the title of Physico-Theology.

In this paper, first, a general survey will be made of Derham’s work and the Boyle
Lectures. Second, Derham’s theological view on the Works of God will be illustrated
with quotations from his book. And finally, it will be considered what role Derham’s
Physico-Theology played, in the days after the Scientific Revolution, in uniting

Christianity in a difficult situation with Newtonian natural philosophy.

Key Words : Derham, William
God
natural theology
natural history

18th century



