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An examination on social work practice in schools
A case of an elementary school in Osaka prefecture :
The peculiar roles of social workers
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Abstract

Schools in Japan have various issues and problems such as truancy, bullying, recluse,
delinquency, disordered classes, child abuse and neglect, and so on.

In 1995, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
introduced the school counseling service in public schools. The aim of this service is to
help children with special needs. However, around 2000, it was realized that in order to
provide ultimate support for these children, such service should go beyond the school
level. Social workers who works with all relevant systems of children’s lives, including
home, school and community environment became necessary.

This paper presents the result of a survey on an elementary school in Osaka, where
the social work practice is implemented. It provides a brief discussion and implications

of the peculiar roles of social work in schools.
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social work
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