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Abstract

Charles Waterton was born in 1782, at Walton Hall, West Riding near Wakefield,
Yorkshire. From early childhood, he showed great powers of observation, love of nature
and enterprise.

He made four journeys into Guiana, exploring the wilds, particularly the tropical rain
forests, between 1812 and 1824. Wanderings in South America was published in 1825,
most parts of which were written, based on his notes, in the depth of the forest without
the help of books, or the aid of any naturalists. He had no trust in what other naturalists
said. His observations were both patient and accurate.

Waterton was called an eccentric, but it is only in the sense, as Edith Sitwell says, that
‘all great gentlemen are eccentric, by which I mean that their gestures are not born to
fit the conventions or the cowardice of the crowd.’

In this paper, first, Waterton’s eccentricities will be studied mainly through his acts in
his younger days, and deeply religious life. Second, his study of nature will be examined
with quotations from Wanderings in South America. Finally, it will be considered how and
what he did in the conservation of nature to which he devoted himself during the latter
half of his life.

Key words : Waterton, Charles
Wanderings in South America
natural history

Guiana
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