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Gilbert White’s Thoughts Found in His Letters
Addressed to His Brother John
Akio Kadoi
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KIZL o THRZLEIATIE [CORBIIKET, KOHTBZELAFYuyE T
TOEH)ITHET H2DTL X9 LHEMT 2, L LB TEBELAFFEEZITIILT
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VB EIIBHROZETH LA, b7 7)) HDN—3) #il5 (Barbary) ®RBHIZD
WTOEFELTRDEIICE ) [V YV ADBN=NYEOLEORBIZOVWTERL
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Abstract

Gilbert White, the author of The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne,
recommended to his brother John, who lived in Gibraltar at that time, to make daily
observations of the flora and fauna of Gibraltar. Gilbert exchanged letters with John,
who asked Gilbert questions concerning strange birds, insects, and so on.

When we read Gilbert’s thirty-one letters addressed to John, we can learn much of
how Gilbert thought and how the studies of natural history were in those days. The
number of species known was rapidly increasing in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries and it became essential to find some method for the orderly arrangement of
the species of plants and animals. John Ray and Carl von Linné were the chief founders
of classificatory systems. However, the Linnean system was not popular in England.
Gilbert looked at the Linnean system critically, and was sometimes dissatisfied with
Ray’s and other naturalists’ descriptions of birds.

John intended to publish his work ‘The Natural History of Gibraltar’ with Gilbert’s
moral support. In spite of Gilbert’s advice and encouragement, John’s work did not see
the light of day. The reason will be made clear in this paper.

Furthermore, some of Gilbert’s thoughts and his relationship with his nephew, Jack,

will also be examined.

Key Words : White, Gilbert
White, John
Linné, Carl von
The Natural History of Selborne
natural history

18th century
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