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The Study about Effectiveness of Clinical Education
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Abstract

The Occupational Therapy Department at Health Science University has adopted a
five-day clinical practice in a group setting for second-year students. This is a report of
the results from a survey of 12 clinical supervisors and 187 students. 80% of the
students expressed a positive attitude toward the size of the group. They stated that
the group discussion stimulated their ideas. It appeared to be easier for the students to
adapt to the clinical situation through a learning method that simulated the clinical
environment than traditional classroom instruction.

However, those students who lacked group discussion skills expressed difficulty
communicating with group members as well as with patients. Moreover, they
complained of a lack of close supervision. They wanted more attention and individual
feedback from the supervisors.

The results suggest that this group setting clinical practice is effective for most of the
second-year students. Developing an effective method for less mature students with

less developed communication skills will be the subject of further study.
Key Words : occupational therapy

clinical education

problem based learning (PBL)
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