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The Fascination of Gilbert White’s
The Natural History of Selborne
Akio Kadoi
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FNN—=1b - FTA b+ (Gilbert White, 1720-93) &4 ¥ 75 ¥ FONY T v —D/h
SNV R—V CTHEEDIZLALEBIT LAMAIT, [V R— L] 2% L7
ZETHIBLNG, [IVKR— U 1EWEE] OIEXD Y 4 Vi The Natural History and
Antiquities of Selborne TH 5 M 5. [V R — WL NEE] (MO BEIZH 5 HIRE
(31789 % %2 o TV 2 A%, EBZIZ178ELZH ISR E N7z) TH D, Lo L. [Tk
DG OFFO TR A, HIK E OB ONZNED [HEE] OEEEICHEL7290. 4
HTix 8] o5z e ALk, [ R— U lEk] & L TR Ak
T, HRMERE 25 TWD, FEFEFICOMRS N, DAETIEFOBRYT D 5.

[V K= W] 3F 74 PPI75UEDP SR LD 72 [H 2= HEE] (Garden
Kalendar)+ #\2 1% H & | (Naturalist’s Journal ) & 72 - 72 EAL O 5F AL &% % & ¥
LTy MDAV R X4 FED P A - *F Y+ (Thomas Pennant) &
WzE D74 >~ X - N1 7 b ¥ (Daines Barrington) (258 C 72 ik % ., ZhEFN4E
HHIEIZES L C—FICHD 72D DTH b, L7zh>T [V FR— VL] Z2hsd
COOHEOBELFOL Yy L Y AEF X5,

18tA DR EL IZ O T OBERE - HIE, BEROBELEXMEOMA2 L 1
MBHRRICE o T, RELREGEZ LS TBY) ., RENRHBID > 72 KO OHITIEEKIE
5T HE WHD . HITEBICE 2 ANDH % EAVTHS FRTRICHEST 525D
Vb3 iz, "7 A4 MEIREE HRMZEICHHLRAEZO—-ATH S, BFITH
RIRFEOBGENEA T, FX T T - 7 v 7 OWREHLZ tho & L CHWREOR D i
Ehrhiz, BIZ IR KkZF N +—% b~ (Charles Waterton) 13k % Euv7z—
N2, GHERZZ O NI TH L. 2T LTHERTA b [V R— U iERE]
PEEHDOF Y —NVX - =74 YRWH NFAYLHIZHRWEEL 52, — DA~
WZHENH 5L LTHHETASHENTWAEANZ, —2IIdBIg Lzdi% %
METHRTA FOXLREIIH D EEZ ONDL, KT OB % Z DRG0
7. CERBUCERZECTERI LR LB OEET 5,

1. BIETCIHALEE

AT A POHRRIIEHIAICD2D, DL ERENTVIHLREHY. &b
FBEAOBLSRC DS, IS, AL RHUEL AR, REAOFRHIFFIC
o S HITHEY. A& WHE - S E . BHAMIER L 720 L T IR OB
M7 TdH Y. HIKEE (natural history) T %o

RTA NIRRT E . HIBOPIEETH - 720 BABSR, FHRRA
BT 2EMOEMIT L THREICEE, BICRBOEZRNTBY), Bov7dbo
OHFIZEEZRBLTOW, IR T LwE ZA0% L, PLLERST, JHEEHD &
CHIIHEED 2\ (R R B IEHMNFITII AR D 5 72,
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KDL F. RHIZELHDINIA T ADTE 2R T4 MIRO L) IZHET %,

The evening proceedings and manoeuvres of the rooks are curious and amusing
in the autumn. Just before dusk they return in long strings from the foraging of the
day, and rendezvous by thousands over Selborne-down, where they wheel round in
the air, and sport and dive in a playful manner, all the while exerting their voices,
and making a loud cawing, which, being blended and softened by the distance that
we at the village are below them, becomes a confused noise or chiding ; or rather a
pleasing murmur, very engaging to the imagination, and not unlike the cry of a
pack of hounds in hollow, echoing woods, or the rushing of the wind in tall trees, or
the tumbling of the tide upon a pebbly shore. [D. B. (=To Daines Barrington),
LIX]
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HAHFDOZOBRAFLE, IVIHTRAIELEDOENT FOHIIE X EIFE, ThiC

MLTHEIA MEHBALOZ L Ifilind, TOLZLITERICAALIELTwDL L X
W [SXRTIARBHDZLTwD L, HRAFEOEORMTLLEoTwz] 2
EERBVWIHT, [EZ2A25 ZOTFHRIEH TV ICHTET. TWAIEDOHIZ OV TEE
W2 T(ER) MERDLIXIFTIALMELEZONE] EHDLDEH->TWDHLRTIE
ZWDOTL] CIHHEEDFHEO—HICE VTR ERLTIOERELZMDL L b,
COBPLIIERTA NDEOIETHLEEDLNTVEY, FDIFOL LIS ZEL
SELIHETH S,

AT A MIWDIFHEED R X — 27 & A (Rebecca Snooke) IZfilbI T W7z 7 XD

7 4 &Y — (Timothy) P&EY D2ODORMWY 2T 5HTERD LI ITHIL, Evwo
T, ‘w2 AL CEIHT %,
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It scrapes out the ground with its fore-feet, and throws it up over its back with its
hind ; but the motion of its legs is ridiculously slow, little exceeding the hour-hand
of a clock. . .. No part of its behaviour ever struck me more than the extreme
timidity it always expresses with regard to rain; for though it has a shell that
would secure it against the wheel of a loaded cart, yet does it discover as much
solicitude about rain as a lady dressed in all her best attire, shuffling away on the
first sprinklings, and running its head up in a corner. If attended to, it becomes an
excellent weather-glass; for as sure as it walks elate, and as it were on tiptoe,
feeding with great earnestness in a morning, so sure will it rain before night. [D. B.,
XII1]

HAIHHTHIHZA~ZIIL), BRTEELICEZRY LiF20 Ty, The
b, TOHOEXIZERE L SWVITEL, KETOESH OB S LITLALEDL
ZETY o - FICH LTV ORI 2D ST L, ZOh XDTHDOHT
CNFETRICELSHRDT 25 01EH ) THA I AIMERAZEEICEEINT
bHETFNLHEZFE > TWET25, WIEICHEH - 72w AD X9 ITHITIERZER
2V, AESIES LS T B2RHEZTIE T o THREML, BHERIZLTHD
FHZHDALOTT, b LHEELTHTWIUE, 2ok A EHERF LVRTHNEHI %
DNET. LVIHIDIE, IAPESILA L LTHEE, FERT, P10 504
HEARL LD, RIZHELHRWV) BIZLTHIELNH TS, N 7 Vs
13151

TA I 7T ADITEO— TP R B EEREIBEL, 2—ET7 2K 2, LKk
WTEHHT L L&, Z2EATA MO Z o8I LT CIRE L oid & A3%
NLOTH5b,

TA MIYNADOERBETEICOWTROELZR-OT W, 4 F Y ZFED Y N R
HC—F/NERMETHH a7 K7 Y3 % (sand-martin or bank-martin) DFEE
DWTRL L, HEIBICOWTIIK & RF R oL IF A, FR2T 2 X)lova v F

REDTHROATET D DOIRHICHEN 2R L TEATWAZ LRI AORTWS, ik
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It is curious to observe with what different degrees of architectonic skill
Providence has endowed birds of the same genus, so nearly correspondent in their
general mode of life! For while the swallow and the house-martin discover the
greatest address in raising and securely fixing crusts or shells of loam as cunabula
for their young, the bank-martin terebrates a round and regular hole in the sand or
earth, which is serpentine, horizontal, and about two feet deep. At the inner end of

this burrow does this bird deposit, in a good degree of safety, her rude nest,
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consisting of fine grasses and feathers, usually goose-feathers, very inartificially laid
together. [D. B, XX]

FUBOET, Lad N ANKSITE A EBTY S BT, idfr & fLEE
DRLEDHEEYOF % BH 2 k07200 % BET 2 0FRKENZ LTT, L
LETOIE, vNREAL TN EEMOREL L TR THRZAZED . %
EIZHET ABICREOBMEFIEL IO, Y ay FyynA@whtofic
ML TESTZRE )OO TTH, 2oIGHAY <Ah, KFET, #2074 — b
DREDHDENOHEDTT . TORDKIIT, ¥ a7 BV 82K B A2 MY
MELZEICEL OTEA, LORIEIFEFITHEIEITESNTMWTE BT, @5
3 - AEFHOPETHRTHE T, [N 27 b UE58204E]

INAOMETHREIZ L o THOEY FIHECOH LI L%, AT A MM K
LTwWb, x74 FHGPIEFZEELZ o THEL, Y a v F7 YN 20RO %
KR FETHRTV S, W RITHESZ ERALRELICEIHNOWY FEEZRT K74 b
WHEMZ2b00H 5, BOEWEYF Y ADHLELITREDL, LTHAIIL VWE
W Z ik, HRTH 5,

AT A MIEOTEIRVELZR TV, O EARBICHLELTI Y HDIT
B LAMELL IFZHIERTA ML o TELBIETHOLEZZFZLETH -7,
ATA MIIIHADOBES . ROBITILE 2L IOV TEHLIIBIZE L, BRET
5o

I have always found that though sometimes it may chatter as it flies, as I know it
does, yet in general it utters its jarring note sitting on a bough; and I have for
many half an hour watched it as it sat with its under mandible quivering, and
particularly this summer. It perches usually on a bare twig, with its head lower
than its tail, in an attitude well expressed by your draughtsman in the folio British
Zoology. . . It appears to me past all doubt that its notes are formed by organic
impulse, by the powers of the parts of its windpipe, formed for sound, just as cats
pur. . . one of these churn-owls came and settled on the cross of that little straw
edifice and began to chatter, and continued his note for many minutes: and we
were all struck with wonder to find that the organs of that little animal, when put in
motion, gave a sensible vibration to the whole building! [T. P. (=To Thomas
Pennant), XXII]

GyAEF RADBHA-TBY ET LI, ARV LESEL I EARHY T35 5
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TVWEDENHICE L) 2 TIFTIEE ) 925 ZhEEZE - SH VA [4
XU 2FWF] OMTH LA EFICH N TWALESEDMEY T, - FOIE XL
L) EATPMEETUITOLIHST X HIC, HEEMTLDIMELNIKE O
DL > THEIHMEINTELLZLIE, ELBVORP RV ) ICEbR
T3, - INLDOIIHOHD I RPANRR > TET, TOMESLETEDNIZNE
DLEOTFHIZIEE > T EIGED, MM LK EHRIT72OTT, TO/MSLHYD
BEmELEL & MNEERPADPNETELIZEEET LI LICAIVTRLD
FEEE T Lz, [N 2 MF22fE]

A7 HOHEERTHIEY, FEHLBEHIZTEDLIICLTHENL DD 2
WELTHRTI RV,

2. HRDFEH,PSICUAHZIHUE

[V R— o Hipak] RS EE LN ID SO0 HEWIC R SN D, TOHPIZ
B, WHY R EoWWFoEMEFEICRLTMHE FUY T, I7v, £
AFYVZADLFIILE, TV U THEIPSOFHIZZNIE EHETIEIR VWA, s A—1T
A (Homer). ¥ % FA (Hesiod). ==V ¥ 7 A (Euripides). + v €7 — /) A
(Oppian). ZLTHKRDOZ LML T YA MT LA (Aristotle) d5IHENTW 5,
O—<OHBPSOFIHIEE L. A5 7 147 A (Horace)s 7147147 A (Ovid).
7z VFY A (Virgi). V7 L—7 14 7 A (Lucretius). £+ 7% (Seneca). ¥V T 4
7—Y A (Martial) D#E %L DO—HAARTA b OEIPLRFELEOH N SR AITHT
%0 THHOZFEZZGTIHTLLVIBFBIIRLTEELIETELE V. %5114
ROFPHEITFREELILZFLDICEZ, WL, 72069 2 HErLHHL
2hoThb, ¥ YTk 77 VEEOHLDBZDOIGEREITET A POEPLITED
CEIITLTHTLB2% AT MIPL THFMICREZ 3L, BEIIZRBZ
Eb v, COWKDOFFTAHERTA FOBED, HHORKEDLZWAILD [V KR—-V
HEE] 1TEDO ZEEMRRICLTWE 9,

AT A ISP R SHPA LA 2 AR SHUERER L CEIH L Twb, 5913
INENTHAHH, BHEINEZGEATHEEMEDODN TS, £ Idhv, BEOFRK
VBV TIZHBEEORBIIRLIONS, IV ¥ Milton), M & A ¥ (Thomson)
A—7 (Pope)s FF4 7> (Dryden) K74 FOmRDFLHEANTHZ, F3—H%—
(Chaucer) & [BFRY T X] (Piers Plowman) L EEBEEINTBY, Y247 AT
(Shakespeare) EF7 4 PRI EN2FETIR 4 BIZFEHENRTWAS,

KIZINV o005 HE BENICRTAL ). [N PORIEICEVR— Y Tl
W, LK, RCHLORTERREEREFIEONZONIMNEESITH2] L LTINW
b [J%F] (Paradise Lost) OB 5 [NXF ¥ MiE4afz],
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Their rising all at once was like the sound

Of thunder heard remote. . .. (Book I1, 11. 476-477)
W HWGRH BB DI

WA DERD L) THozro (55 25B476-4771T)

o [RER] o—fid, BEIEEERI R B EOFEED, ETH L EOHR
EICHPHFZVTT, IhDPITVD Bk RRIZE AN, T4 MIZEh%
NFORBERPE D E NI N ERTROVOMEHCDIZIHLTWS, ZHIFIE
CHHECREFZRGIHE S ) I3,

TV R=VBY)DEDOFRBIZELTNY V7 V58 1LETITHEZ ST, Thoo
BTEBLBOEDbTPRZLELTHAF 7=k, TV eNY, 2753V F )0 3%
ZFIFCwb, 74 F 7 —)VIiZid ‘In shadiest covert hid.” GEHIZEE W EA IR T
720) EWVH) IN P UDLOFIHMELIN TV S,

NY Y7 R UREIRBTORDEIHIE, ZORKTT Y, av /M), YVDLIH %
KBOE, FBETHAF V7= L) /R EREIIDVTiE> T AET»H D
bDOTH 5,

...rang’d in figure wedge their way,
...and set forth
Their airy caravan high over seas
Flying, and over lands with mutual wing
Easing their flight. . . (Book VTI, 11. 426-430)
<R R TRIBICEAR,
D _Eim < 229 L R0 %
AT,
HWOHRZKRD DS
FEO LBz To - (55 7 %426-4304T)

WY YT VHEEIBIIEDEYIZOVTEHLTWVELDEN, A7 4 MIYEEY T
FGIE WVIHEATHZZHRY 3 25 DFHICE DT, YN XAFHOED IOV TIHERT
WBEATIZI VD U DBEDLHIZHIHENT WD, £ 7T Y F o KBEICHED ., Hid
MR CTYTINIIVICHET L YN ADOERBEOE ) I L TOFIHTH 5,

AT A ME [PUZ] (The Seasons) % BHmWIFEALOFHEN LA V% [HRROH K
HoFEMRBIZE | LY, [ HRE] odus [UFR] 25 9f@FmIHLTw, [
VWR=V] WCE1EHROFIHL2EONZ WS, ST M MAAYOZ &R LIFLIE
THAFFAN] EIFATERLTWA I ENL, ATA IS [UFE] 2 X {GA. TON
BRERANL TV ENER IR D,

RFVIEHESETETIA M, INVYDOHRICE2H B RELMO—DIZOVWTOH
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WTHRLTEIZRLRNWIEELT, BEOBVHED ISBOKBITELENEDLHICL
THY R Z 2 TBITOrEZ, BHREELL TS, FOE LT SADHED
BHOTANER), FOREPAOMELRLZEFTLL, FTA MIZTHHRITA, [Z2D
XL T, BNERERTHLHRIED 2HWORNE LA MOBWOGOTZIZLT
LEIH] &, HROEBROREFL SITELLTWD, [HAROHKFEO IR BI%
HTHolz P2 AE, TOLRELVWHKRFZ A L orz] & LT [WUEFE] 55]
¥ %

A various group the herds and flocks compose :

...on the grassy bank
Some ruminating lie ; while others stand
Half in the flood, and, often bending, sip
The circling surface. (Summer, 11. 485-489)
SEIFITHNRE ) EEL,
—RAEVWENS TFD RIZ
HBHEDHRBRLOOWTzD DB, BBHIZIHT
FUEKIZO2 D, LIFLIdE 2D,
Y BT 5K T KT, ([E] 485-4891T)

GHSNZ2 P AR Y DOFTIIFRTA FOBIENEZOLIOMGTHL, AR YD
HVPEHRFTHL I DD, WICHRGHEICR>TLE) LV #EXH L, LT A
MELHZ L TiEwairn s, [UFE] ZRELVWHTEEZGEE RS EE Eo%
BICHH TS, ERWVIZEHL TWw5Y,

3. K74 FDXED XL EFRF

AT A MIFHZIES DB L Z 2 Tz, 2o E LT MR Zh ERE R
D TR S DTIEH S -0 LA LB (8HR—5EE) o FikdhE Lk
ZAREDRHL B2ELEEZRNTVLEOT, fAPZRE bOBUEEPLEH, L
AHoTy AT A MIMEHEFL D IR Z TR, BEROF - T3 [ FEICHEZ #IG
SRADERICEZ LGS T 25HiiL, mAA-—ORLT VXYL
X CORNEZZEMATEY, BHHHAF) AOFAOHTIEINIA Ty 2mKOE
FEELTWwWh, TORITAFLIZDWTHTAL MEIRDEIICE I FIATFT VI =
WEY 7 Z0MEMmE R L7285 FAEEPK LT, BT 52 L b hho 2, &0
FELSEERICRB L7, 7o VT )7 Z2OMRIIBITSL K54 F WA SIETZOHE
REHRIZH D, Lo RFVMEHEAMMEIZIZ, V2V F YT 2D [T A —4 ]
(Aeneid) DK I A 7 VIROGIHAMNT 7 ViBEORLEFIZERSNTWEA, I Tk
FIATUVROBAERT LTS, TOFEFTETIA MIEFYNNF, B XAEY N,
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AINRNLREDON MHEIZOWTR L, 52OHOTRICEZE > TWAHEN MIDWTikd
T VFYTRAEFHL TV,

As when a dove her rocky hold forsakes,

Rous’d, in her fright her sounding wings she shakes ;
The cavern rings with clattering : —out she flies,

And leaves her callow care, and cleaves the skies:

At first she flutters : —but at length she springs

To smoother flight, and shoots upon her wings.
—FONIBEHOT A ZRETHE &,

HEIIN, BELPOEE PIL.

WRIZEA S By EERYEL, — MEIAAIROMW T,
PNEBOEVEAZZADRPEERITIRL, 2o TR,
PDITPNET2E B o—Lo LoniZidid- LR
WODRRATIRY . KO X9 ITRK,

BT A4 7 EIERITE R A THERL, 75 O>WHL T b, BERELE LT
FIATrDIDE) RBENCECRDZ, v74 MIED, (BB Z 278
E7ol LHHDHLT5,

ATA MIZO L) ITEEICHEE ZBLERNTBY, HHOEFEILEIZBWTHY
AL EEREEZREML, FELTWS, A7 ML [FEHRETTELRL, Hx2flioT
BEWPLFENIFTUTH S, mTA PILEHEONT Y A% LD, HObih%2 ELE
MRS Z LA TH o7z w74 MEISHLIXSEOBFE T, PIPIZ, FIICE
BCTELEEEHAT, FW PG AE &Y RERFOFIZ, RAZATIEIHENILTD
BRTEZVE) Rl EEVE R L Twiz, BWEE %2 TS 60 %22k,
“The blackcap has in common a full, sweet, deep, loud and wild pipe’ ([ X7 a4 ¥ 7 A
FIE L THEEN T PR RSTREL, 22BN A2 LTnEd] [
F ¥ M2EEE4045]) . “Wolmer is nothing but a hungry, sandy, barren waste.” ([ 7 V<%
RHE, WETAEORMIZT EL A [TV MIEEIRE]) L) ELETH S,
MOOBFTIEHL S ORFFA L EA, “FHOBATIEI=2>OREFHEZH TS, K7
4 N OREFDOMHEAFTIZEED R WA, W LAZ LTwEbIFTiERL, Loflo
I BEDOD LHEEHENGERETAZ WSO ERTWS, b s —i
OREATZEZNENNHET, RENLZDOTH L2050, fHHICENIZELTHETE
VA FRIZIZV DR NbDTH S,

FEIZHVLEEZR) DIZATA PIBHTH o720 TNEWHL2LITRTHIZTIL,

Mole crickets ‘begin to solace themselves with a low, dull, jarring note’ (7 7% [{&
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CTHiV, ELD I LEERZVVTCTHLEZREDIED L] [N ¥ 7 b U5iHE481E]0)

The eyes of the Chinese dogs are ‘jet-black, small and piercing’ (HE DKo H 1%

[HoBThEL, Hiv] [N v 7k U4Es8fE]16)

‘...the shrilling of field-cricket, though sharp and stridulous, yet marvelously
delights some hearers, filling their minds with a train of summer ideas of everything
that is rural, verdurous, and joyous.” (+*+ I+ B FOHEFWIB X F I8 THED 4
DTTH, ARFELILIIHD AL EFINEHNTEY, HEO, fkL7272%, 50
SN2 Z O & OB T LA 72 3N DT, [N ¥ 7 b Y5isE461E])

ZODEFEOHLMEETHI LRI A MIREMHA, TLTHA WL DO0ON
WXl o e —HOBAHAZ S T & THRBICEMNME DT, BEHGTED L VI EME
LA THFICRLDZBTIT05E, TRERONY THOEL 7 L ILVOIE X (2D
WTHRTWBFOBITE S b,

its breast was plump and muscular; its thighs long, thick, and brawny; and its
legs remarkably short and well set: the feet were armed with most formidable,
sharp, long talons. ... [D.B. LVII]

ZOMESE L EPTHRPLCFHEEL TV E Lz, BUIZE TR, HiEadFEL
WHDTL7z, 720 WEFHELCHELSTHIEME D RIZIEIMRDOTES L, i<
TRVREMZTWE Lz N U7 K U5E885715]

the quack of the female is loud and sonorous, the voice of the drake is inward and
harsh and feeble, and scarce discernible. [D.B., XLIII]

MEDTENDT ==L WHBIFIIRE S TILELDIL, HEDIZZ b o 72HkE
DTy MK, FEAEHERNZVDOTY, [N ¥ 7 b U5idE431E]

CNFETRZLDITHIE LWBEFAN WIS, 720 X8 L HEME2EHRL 203560
BTV EA, ZNEF L L) IZHEIFITEEO S OMELI, MEb S o TR
ARXA=V it b, RICBTLDEIANVAXIDNIBEBELZONTHEINS AR
IOV TORRTH b,

It was so compact and well filled, that it would roll across the table without being
discomposed, though it contained eight little mice that were naked and blind.

[T.P., XII]
BIZEFICECHE o TBY, PHEDILEEToTE LS, HITIZEZER
AZTHOBWTWZWI L DFAXIDVAoTwE LT EDL, 7T VO
EERESCZENATICaT I L ER 722 ETLE I [RF ¥ ME12(E]

They breed as many as eight at a litter, in a little round nest composed of the
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blades of grass or wheat. [Ibid.]
AXAXINE EHLWIINEOER TIES72/hS IO, —E8ILH D
TaEAET, (L]

4. FTA bOMREEMERE

ATA MIERLREEORFE T, R TILBRIEL ., FRERHETH -2, O
REFPSRTLILIRIITH L 2 LD bh b, LHBHMFONRF Y b, Ny ¥ 7 b ixt
LCORER, HAOBSE L THERZIIEL, HTFOMS a7zl L 2H 2T
BHAEICH, RS IARP LR, ENETAD [F T BRIV &
THMARBHIE, BORWEBEICRDF LA 2BRLZELZEEFLET] (RS
v NEEEAE] LIEEICHETH S

HARAFZE (M 2Enfge) OIARMBEL LTHRT7 4 ME, BRIEFMEZ2TTL-L
DEBSETREDLDOTHY, MBERATICEHLCTHHRLCTEE S22 OIRITICHR > T
LoRhwv, LEZ TV, TOZLEATY T Y RORERIT DI 721E0 ) DX
T ¥ MSETHm6EICHON L, ZLTHARRIIIFEEICHEL T E25, LM
EEINTHIFED» S XL OB IR IN TS, LBRXTWE [NXF ¥ MEHE20
Blo COXIICHBL AT A M BOHBEIEYFHEOELTHL L L, L1 (John
Ray) I ZZOFBEEBHFIM R COIBEREEWHEHIZLER Tb, TLT [HKRDHX
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For many months I carried a list in my pocket of the birds that were to be
remarked, and, as I rode or walked about my business, I noted each day the
continuance or omission of each bird’s song ; so that I am as sure of the certainty of
my facts as a man can be of any transaction whatsoever. [D. B., III]
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the investigation of the life and conversation of animals, is a concern of much more
trouble and difficulty, and is not to be attained but by the active and inquisitive, and
by those that reside much in the country. [D. B, X]
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Abstract

Gilbert White’s The Natural History of Selborne has been read for many years since its
publication in the late 18th century. What does the fascination of Selborne lie in? The
purpose of this paper is to consider the mater with quotations from White.

Firstly, White’s detailed and vivid descriptions of what he watches appeal to the
readers very much. White calls himself a field naturalist, and is never a naturalist who
considers scholarly fancies in his study. White describes life and behaviour of birds,
animals and insects so vividly as to stimulate the imagination of his readers. He makes
his words the verbal counterpart of what he actually saw and heard.

Secondly, White’s style is simple and clear. The sentences go along smoothly. He
employs such melodious and well-chosen words as make his sentences rhythmical and
tuneful. The beauty and grace of his diction are mainly due to the possession of a
glorious gift he wisely and studiously developed.

Furthermore, the wide range of his general reading gives his prose the fragrance of

wisdom with quotations from Roman and English poets.

Key Words : White, Gilbert
The Natural History of Selborne
natural history

18th century
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