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Essay on the Kawaguchiko Community

Toshiyuki Shoji

Abstract

This essay is on Mt. Fuji and Lake Kawaguchi which are natural resources of the
Kawaguchiko community. Although this essay will not focus on such sceneries, it
describes the human ties among the community. Such ties are believed to be a
product of human communication of locals (and outsiders) who live close to
nature.

In this essay the following points are examined. First, expressions of famous
authors who wrote about Mt. Fuji or Lake Kawaguchi will be reviewed. Second, by
focusing on picture postcards, the gradual transition throughout the time period will
be explained. Third, a folk tale, Kachikachiyama, will be used for describing the
characteristics of social contexts in the specific time period. Finally, the historical
event, the construction project of Arakura Horinuki, a water tunnel between
Kawaguchiko area and Fujiyoshida area, will be focused. I will try to explain
why people (not only locals but also outsiders) admire this construction project.

By mentioning importance of human factors which contribute as essential

conditions for today’s sightseeing policy (business), I will conclude my essay.
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