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Abstract

Japan’s medical care system is at risk and its imminent collapse has begun. The
public is not fully aware of this situation, and the government is not taking effective
preventative measures. It is critical for the public as well as the government to
consider this issue seriously. The present paper describes the current condition of
medical fields : the migration of many doctors from hospitals, especially those who work
in pediatrics and obstetrics departments. Collapse in the medical field seems to initially
stem from these two areas. In addition, Japan’s restraint policy on medical fees and
harsh working conditions of doctors is promoting the collapse. In England, the
Thatcher administration advocated a restraint policy on medical fees. Doctors' morale
fell as a result and the medical care system collapsed. Japan is facing a very similar
situation now. In order to avoid same mistakes, it is necessary to review Japan’s
restraint policy on medical fees, the health insurance system and the medical education

system. Taking immediate effective measures to avoid a crisis is urged.

Key Words: Conditions of the field of medicine in Japan
Shortage of doctors and nurses and their harsh working conditions
Japan’s low medical fees in international comparison
Collapse of medical care in England due to restraint policy on medical fees
and migration of doctors

Proposals for saving Japan’s medical crisis
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