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Abstract

This paper discussed the current condition of Japan as well as its historical
background in terms of Technology and Gender. First, the paper demonstrated a
significant role gender played in the history of technology. Males hold most of the
positions that require professional or technical knowledge (e. g, operators, engineers,
professors developing and teaching information technologies), whereas most of the
telephone operators, who have contact with users more often, are females. This paper
tried to develop a new method for examining such a situation. It is suggested that sex
segregation or the “characters” of women and men at work are not regarded as nature
by the gender perspectives, rather they are historically constructed. Gender Studies
tends to place more value on the experiences of women and men and barred out those
who have different views and who use different research methods. It seems important
to break this deadlock by explore Gender Studies with various perspectives (e. g, other
positions, other methodologies). This paper introduced a new methodological
perspective, in which information technology is considered to be developed by
interactions of social differences existing in our society such as genders, social
stratifications, ethnicities, sexualities, regions, and generations. Dialogues between
Gender Studies and Sociology of Technology are believed to be beneficial, revealing

new possibilities for further development of Gender Studies.

Key Words: “Technology and Gender”
Gender Studies
Sociology of Technology
Information Technologies

Gender Segregation at Work
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