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Abstract

Visceral pain is induced by damage to the visceral organs. Such damage includes
inflammation, ischemia and hyperdistention. The nociceptive inputs from the damaged
visceral organs evoke emotional, motor (e.g., muscular defense) as well as autonomic
responses (e.g., changes in respiration, heart rate and blood pressure). This article
outlines the properties of visceral pain, focusing on the cardiovascular responses
induced by noxious visceral stimulation. The effects of noxious inputs from the heart,
gastrointestinal tract, urinary bladder, and uterus on the cardiovascular system and the

neural mechanism involved in the process are discussed.
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