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Abstract

The gender differences in color preference and the psychological effect of color were
examined. Seventy college students (27 male and 43 female) were tested for color
preference and their mood state was evaluated by semantic differential method after
watching colored paper (red, orange, yvellow, green, blue, or purple). It was found that
the females preferred to orange and yellow more than the to males whereas the males
less preferred to purple more than the females. Both males and females showed similar
color mood states; blue and green made the mood comfortable, while red and purple
made the mood uncomfortable for both gender. The gender differences were observed
in the magnitude of the psychological effects of color ; uncomfortable effects of red and
purple were stronger in the males than in the females, and comfortable effects of orange
and yellow were observed only in the females. These findings suggest that gender
differences in the psychological effects of color were related to gender differences in

color preference.

Key Words : color preference
psychological effects of color
mood

gender differences
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