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Abstract

Recently, community development has seen joint efforts from both public and private
sectors. One example of such an endeavor is the collaboration among universities and
communities. Such collaboration is expected to be a powerful force in improving
research and education, boosting local industries and energizing the community as we
have seen in ‘machizukuri - the regional development.’

Individual instructors and departments at Health Science University (HSU) have been
participating in various collaborative activities with Fujikawaguchiko town. Such
relatively small, intermissive, and individual activities have now grown into larger scale
comprehensive collaboration: Fujikawaguchiko town and HSU have reached an
agreement on the university-community collaboration. The town suggested that HSU
students regard the town as an extension of their campus, and learn various things from
it. Reaping benefits of this suggestion, HSU encourages their students to learn various
things in the real world, thus developing a realistic perception of welfare society, and
considering issues and difficulties in the field of rehabilitation, medicine and welfare. In
return, it is hoped that these students will contribute to building a desirable community
in the future. In general, one essential role of the university is to provide learning
opportunities so that students will be able to apply their acquired skills and knowledge
to society. Another important role is to create or develop new values. Based on such an
ideology, the committee for promotion of community collaboration will define the
developmental process of the collaboration and identify roles of the university in the

community.

Keywords : open courses offered by the community collaboration
agreement on community collaboration
the committee for promotion of community collaboration

roles of university in community
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