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Fron Parsons to Current Medocine : notes on Talcott
Parsons’s theory of Medical Sociology

Toshiyuki Shoji

Abstract

This paper will try to get a basic viewpoint for understanding both the modern
medical system and recent condition, examining Talcott Parsons’s theory of
Medical Sociology critically. Parsons’s theory was formed under special historical and
social background, and lost its persuasiveness through the changes of those
conditions. This paper will make its historical position clear, and grasp the
present day as its difference.

Chapterl and 2 will confirm the connection between Medical Sociology and
Parsons, and his academic significance. Chapeter3 and 4 will discuss the premises
of Persons’s the doctor-patient relationship model which is drawn characteristicll by
him. Also he argued that the medical system was formed as a unique field
distinguished from other systems such as a religion and an economic. But these
chapeters will mention the modern medical system is filled its inside with very
strained relationship between treatment, education and learning. Finally, chapter5
will confirm that current situation does not fit Parson's theory, and will argue his

utopian idea “Collegal Association”.

Key Words: T. Parsons, Medical Sociology, Sick Role
the Modern Medical system
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