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Abstract

[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to investigate the perception of certified social workers at
community general support centers about the need for cooperation with lawyers.

[Methods] Focus group interviews were conducted of 17 certified social workers from general centers.
Questions included, “What difficulties have you faced in regard to cooperating with lawyers so far?”
and “What do you expect from lawyers for smooth cooperation?”

[Results] Certified social workers at community support centers felt “a psychological burden” and
“difficulty in approaching persons qualified as lawyers” when called upon to cooperate with lawyers.
For smoother cooperation with lawyers, they expected that “ease of consultation” and “mutual
understanding” would be useful.

[Discussion] This study revealed the difficulties and expectations of certified social workers at
community support centers while cooperating with lawyers. Based on these, it is necessary to consider

measures to strengthen and promote cooperation.

Keywords: community general support center, social worker, lawyer, inter-professional work
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