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Change of nursing students’ views of the elderly after they completed
“Introduction to Gerontological Nursing” course
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Abstract

Objective : To examine the changes in nursing students’ views of the elderly after
they completed the “Introduction to Gerontological Nursing” course.

Methods : Participants were 54 first-year university nursing students. A
questionnaire survey was conducted before and after the class. The questionnaire
consisted of 25 items covering basic physical, mental, and social facts about aging that
were considered to represent students’ views of the elderly.

Results : Response rates were 94.4% and 77.7% for the pre- and post-class surveys,
respectively. There were significant differences between the pre- and post-class
scores for 4 items: one-person household, memory, sexuality, and inefficiency. Nursing
students’ views of the elderly improved significantly after the course.

Conclusion : Our results suggest that “Introduction to Gerontological Nursing” course
plays an important role in the appropriate development of first-year nursing students’

views of the elderly.
Key Words : Gerontological Nursing
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