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Preliminary investigation for offering health
support for homeless people

—Field research around Kofu station—
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Abstract

This is a preliminary investigation to facilitate the smooth performance of a future
field survey about the homeless. Conducting homeless research requires lots of work
and time since homeless people are not in a fixed place. Finding individuals, obtaining
the consent from them, and interviewing them are not easy. According to the data of
the Ministry of Health and Welfare (MHW), there are about 13 homeless people in
Yamanashi. The current research conducted around Kofu station involved six
individuals which are account for about half the population in Yamanashi. However, it
is speculated that there are more homeless individuals than the MHW's statistical data.
Increasing the number of researchers, expanding the research area, and extending
investigation period would help gain more accurate and reliable information. Such
challenge is believed to contribute to improve the field research, which ultimately

improve health conditions of more individuals.
Key words : Fieldwork

Homeless

Health support
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