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On John Ray's The Wisdom of God
Manifested in the Works of the Creation
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Abstract

John Ray (1627-1705), known as the father of natural history in Britain, was responsible
for remarkable achievements in botany and zoology. After the Scientific Revolution of
the 17th century, harmonizing reason with faith was a major concern for philosophers
and theologians in the early 18th century. Natural theology, which was considered a
solution to this problem, was well-received by both the Church of England and the
thinkers of the time, and it reached the height of its glory starting in the 17th century
and continuing until the mid-19th century.

Ray’'s The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works of the Creation (1691), based on a
lecture given at Cambridge, was read by a great many people as an authoritative book
on science and theology during the 18th century, and had a profound influence on the
world.

This paper will begin with a brief survey of Ray’s background and academic activities
at Cambridge. Second, I will examine Ray’s theological attitude toward writings about
the Wisdom of God, and the contents of The Wisdom of God will be examined in detail.
Finally, I will consider the following : his view of nature, his thoughts on divine wisdom

and providence, and his opinion on the moral principles of Christians.

Key words : Ray, John
natural history
natural theology
God
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