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The Aging of Animals

Tomohiro Nakayama

Abstract
The aging of animals is studied in geriatric diseases of companion animals. Now,
companion animals, such as dogs and cats, are living much longer owing to
improvements in the environment in which they are kept and advances in
preventive veterinary medicine. As their lifespans extend, veterinarians
frequently see geriatric diseases that were seldom seen in pets previously,
making geriatric diseases a principal concern in veterinary medicine. Although
animals have essentially identical diseases to humans in all organs, domestic
animals, including pets, do not develop severe arterial sclerosis, which occurs in
humans. This pathological difference makes myocardial infarction and stroke rare
diseases in animals. In addition, essential hypertension has not been verified in
animals. While animals have many diseases in common with humans, their
prevalence and incidence are very different across breeds and species, making them

extremely diverse.
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