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Spirit of Romanticism hidden in Occupational
Therapy : A Consideration on the Reason
and Passion in Moral Therapy
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Abstract

This article first reviews literatures which show that there are romantic assumptions
about the curative power of the arts and crafts among early occupational therapists in
Britain. Thereafter, it discusses about philosophy of Enlightenment reason underlying
moral treatment. The study focuses the fact that the Greek term ‘logos’ is translated
into both ‘ratio’ and ‘verbum’ in Latin. From this point, it can be considered the reason
of the moral treatment is descended not only from ratio but also from verbum.
Providing evidence that the reason of moral treatment is accompanied with emotions,
the study showed the pioneers of moral therapy have romantic thoughts implicitly.
Such findings suggest that occupational therapists could perform their practice

meaningfully by incorporating a romantic element in their rational thought.

Keywords : occupational therapy
Romanticism
Arts-and-Crafts Movement
moral treatment
reason

verbum

90



